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WILL
Uh. Hi, Ms. Peterson. You wanted to see me?
FRAN
Oh, hi. Yes, of course. Please. Sit down. I wanted to talk about your paper. Your paper on All Quiet on the Western Front.
WILL
Yeah. That’s the only paper we’ve written so far this fall.
FRAN
Yes. Right. So. Did you like the book?
WILL
Yeah. It was good.
FRAN
What makes it good?
WILL
Don’t you think it’s good?
FRAN
Yes, of course. But I wanted to know what you thought about it.
WILL
I kind of already put what I thought about it in my paper. Did you like the paper?
FRAN
Yes, it was good.
WILL
What makes it good?
FRAN
(Pause.) The title is “Trauma and Disassociation . . .”
WILL
“. . . on the Western Front.” Yeah.
FRAN
I haven’t heard you use those words in class.
WILL
Well no one would use those words in class.
FRAN
Let’s go through some of this together, shall we? Could you read . . . ?
WILL
“Shells fall all around you. They shatter every fragment of your soul.” (Pause.)
FRAN
That’s good. Keep going. 
WILL
You circled you in red. And your. 
FRAN
Oh, because I said not to use the second person.
WILL
How else can I say it without using you? I want it to be like you’re there.
FRAN
Well, you could . . . uh, no. Well, I suppose maybe that’s an exception. Let’s go on. Here, this paragraph . . .
WILL
“War consumes Paul to the point where he is disassociated from his past, present, and future. Only the Front is a constant”
FRAN
Those words: consumes. . .disassociated . . 
WILL
I was going to say “War eats Paul up,” but I thought “consumes” sounded better.
FRAN
(Pause) To be honest --
WILL
You don’t think I wrote the paper.
FRAN
I didn’t say that. Maybe you had some help.
WILL
I wrote the paper. Yeah, my dad proofread it. But it’s my ideas. My words.
FRAN
I’m not accusing. I’m just trying to understand. There’s an inconsistency between the way you talk in class and the way you write. I looked up your STAR reports from last year, and your writing score -- 
WILL
I hate those tests! They ask you for your race and your parents’ income and how many years they’ve gone to school and what language you speak at home and, I dunno, what kind of cereal you at this morning, and by the time I get to the real questions, my brain is boiling, and I just star at the words and read them again and again.
FRAN
Will, I’m sorry, I --
I enjoyed reading All Quiet on the Western Front, and I even enjoyed writing the paper. I don’t cheat. I could speak the way I write, but I prefer to talk the way everybody else does. So, thank you, Ms. Peterson, and have a nice day.
FRAN
Will, wait, please. I apologize . . . Can we talk . . .? (WILL exits) Shit.
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